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Happy Summer!

It's summer and there’s lots to do in historic Bloomingdale. Take a walking
tour. View an outdoor photography exhibit. Enjoy the Open Streets. Say
goodbye to the Holy Name school building. Check out the famous Knicks
players who lived right here in Bloomingdale. Even shoot some hoops
yourself at one of the several local courts. We look forward to feedback,
comments, and ideas here. Enjoy this issue and, if you wish, make a donation.

Upcoming Programs

Neighborhood Walking Tours

Jim Mackin
Wednesday, July 15

Wednesday, August 26
Wednesday, September 9

Free. No reservations needed.
Meet at the south end of Straus Park, Broadway and :
106" Street, at 6:00 pm. Jim Mackin

A summer evening is a great time to join a popular Bloomingdale walking
tour. Local historian Jim Mackin, author of Notable New Yorkers of
Manhattan's Upper West Side, leads the way, sharing anecdotes of local
bygone events and fascinating stories about the people who lived here. Tours
vary monthly and last between one and two hours.



https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/contact-us.html
https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/donate.html
https://fordhampress.com/notable-new-yorkers-of-manhattan-s-upper-west-side-pb-9780823289295.html
https://fordhampress.com/notable-new-yorkers-of-manhattan-s-upper-west-side-pb-9780823289295.html

The Battle of Harlem Heights:
Our neighborhood connection to the Revolutionary War
on the 250th Anniversary of the founding of the United States

Jim Mackin
Wednesday, September 16th, 6:30 pm
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The Battle of Harlem Heights. Credit: NYPL

The Battle of Harlem Heights was a win for the Patriots of the American
Colonies and showed that they were capable of fighting the British. The clash
took place on September 16th, 1776. Now, exactly 250 years later, this
presentation will relate the events of the encounter on that day. You'll learn
where it happened in the historic area of Bloomingdale, before Harlem
Heights became Morningside Heights.

This will be a free zoom presentation. Check Upcoming Events on our website
for the link.


https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/upcoming-events.html

Notable New Yorkers of Harlem

Jim Mackin
Wednesday, October 7, 2026, 6:30 pm

In this new book by historian Jim Mackin, author of Notable New Yorkers of
Manhattan's Upper West Side, you'll meet another fascinating collection of

local people.

The book features more than 800 notables who lived
in Harlem from the earliest days of the Dutch era to
the present. There was a Colonial Harlem, a Jewish
Harlem, an Italian Harlem, a Spanish Harlem, a Finnish
Harlem, and the African American Harlem that
flowered with so many notables of the Harlem
Renaissance. Numerous tidbits of Harlem history and
culture will be illuminated as well.

This will be a free zoom presentation. Check
Upcoming Events on our website for the link.

Past Programs

Hidden Histories of Jazz Age New York

Jonathan Ezra Goldman

June 23,2026

Co-sponsored by the Bloomingdale Neighborhood History Group and the
Columbus Amsterdam BID

Spatializing History: An Interactive Map of the Bloomingdale Building

Based on his new book, Hidden Histories of Jazz Age New
York, Jonathan Goldman presented a sweeping, vivid
portrait of New York City in the 1920s. It went far beyond the
classic images of flappers, speakeasies, and Wall Street
excess.

He illuminated the everyday lives and struggles of New
Yorkers, covering entertainment, politics, art, technology,
labor, crime, and daily rituals. Revealed was a city
negotiating explosive growth, cultural brilliance, and
profound inequality.



https://fordhampress.com/notable-new-yorkers-of-harlem-pb-9781531514495.html
https://fordhampress.com/notable-new-yorkers-of-manhattan-s-upper-west-side-pb-9780823289295.html
https://fordhampress.com/notable-new-yorkers-of-manhattan-s-upper-west-side-pb-9780823289295.html
https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/upcoming-events.html

From the Harlem Renaissance and Prohibition to immigration reform and the
rise of mass media, he interlaced major historical forces with surprising
vignettes: an all-female police platoon, a Black amusement park closed
before opening day, an Arabic literary salon, Puerto Rican socialist cigar
workers, lesbian cafés, toxic dumps, and overcrowded jails.

Some moments of West Side 1920s history included fun things like the
construction of Pomander Walk to more sinister issues like the flourishing of
KKK activities in the neighborhood.

You can see a video of the program on our website.

Maximo Rafael Colon — Art Walk and Presentation

Maximo Rafael Colon is a social documentary photographer whose work
speaks to his interest in cultural expression and social justice. A curated
selection of his photographs from the 1970s to the early 2000s is on view at
the Festejo art exhibit (see New in the Neighborhood in this newsletter) now
on view at the Frederick Douglass Playground and the Happy Warrior
Playground.

Festejo Art Walk

May 17, 2026
Live walking tour

Maximo Rafael Colon gave an
in-person walking tour of the
exhibit displaying his
photographs at the Frederick
Douglass Playground,
Amsterdam Avenue between
101%tand 102" Streets, and the
Happy Warrior Playground,
Amsterdam Avenue and West
98" Street. The black-and-white
photographs are joyous
depictions of parades, dance,
music, cultural events and,
above all, the people who make
the community vital. The exhibit is on view until September 13. The tour is part
of the video of the May 27 program, available on our website.

Tétl:r Laviera, Fiesta de Loiza, Avenue C, 1975


https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/past-events.html
https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/past-events.html

A Bloomingdale Artist: Maximo Rafel Colon
May 27, 2026

Maximo Rafael Colon, Jennifer Maya Luz Pliego of the
Grady Alexis Gallery, and Michael Gonzalez of BNHG
and the Columbus-Amsterdam BID, participated in a
discussion about the exhibit and Colon’s work. They
guided the audience through an overview of the
Festejo exhibit of Colon’s photographs, and explained
their underlying theme of celebration of the
communities that have come together in a spirit of
happiness and peace. You can see a video of the
program on our website.

New in the Neighborhood

Open Streets Are Back!

The Columbus Amsterdam Business Improvement District (BID) once again
hosts Open Streets events on the stretch of Amsterdam Avenue between
106th and 110th Streets through October.

Each Saturday from 12:00 to
7:00 pm, the avenue is
. temporarily closed to traffic,
creating a pedestrian-friendly
space for local vendors and
events. The program features a
variety of community activities,
including music, swap meets,
workshops, and screenings.
B The kick-off Saturday was June
1 27, celebrated with a free
screening of the FIFA match
between Croatia and Ghana.

This year, there's a new
addition: Open Streets Market.
Vendors will be there every Saturday from July 7 to October 31, courtesy of On
Air Markets.

Columbus-Amsterdam BID Open Streets


https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/past-events.html

Festejo - Outdoor Photography Exhibit

The Frederick Douglass Playground, on Amsterdam Avenue between 101st
and 102nd Streets, and the Happy Warrior Playground, on Amsterdam
Avenue & West 98th Street

A Crady Alexis Gallery public art initiative. On view through September 13.

Festivo (Celebration) is the title of a current exhibition of the work of Maximo
Rafael Colon, a New York City-based photographer born in Puerto Rico. The
work is a curated collection of 24 black-and-white photographs taken from
the 1970s through the early 2000s, now on view at two Bloomingdale
playgrounds. The exhibits opened in April and are on view until September 13.
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The photographs document community gatherings across the Lower East
Side, East Harlem (El Barrio), and the Upper West Side. They capture the
vibrancy and joy of parades, dance, music, and cultural events, and span his
wide range of interests, including music, the human condition, and people
marginalized through discrimination and inequality.

Jennifer Maya Luz Pliego of the Grady Alexis Gallery organized the exhibit,
which is part of the Gallery's public art presentations that bring art outdoors

Amsterdam Avenue Festival, West 105th Street, 1982



https://tallerlatino.org/about-the-grady-alexis-gallery

and highlight how New Yorkers use public spaces and streets as avenues for
cultural expression and community unity. The Gallery is an initiative of the
not-for-profit El Taller Latino Americano, The Latin American Workshop, which
has been a forum for artists from across the Americas.

Pliego described how Colon places us in the midst of the sound and music
documented in his photographs. “These images make us feel a part of all the
action and refer to New York City's long history of festivity in its streets, its
parks, its playgrounds, and the corners of our neighborhoods.”

Colon’s photography has been exhibited in several venues throughout New
York City and Puerto Rico. A number of his photographs form part of the
Centro de Estudios Puertorriquenos archives at CUNY Hunter College. His
work is also included in the permanent collection at the National Portrait
Gallery of the Smithsonian Institution.

The Knicks in Bloomingdale

By Nancy Macagno

One fact all New Yorkers know well by now is that, prior to this giddy
championship year, the last time the Knicks won the NBA title was 1973. Some
of the biggest star players from those glory days hung out in Bloomingdale.

Walt “Clyde” Frazier, captain of that 1973 championship
team, was one of the early residents of RNA House
(Riverside Neighborhood Assembly), a Mitchell-Lama
housing property at 132-150 West 96" Street, between

. Amsterdam and Columbus Avenues. It was developed as
a cooperative in 1967 as part of the late 1960s-early 1970s
« urban renewal project.

Frazier led the New York Knicks to two NBA
* . championships in 1970 and 1973. He and his legendary
- ; teammate-friends, Willis Reed, MVP of the 1973
Walt Frazier in 1977 championship team and Earl “the Pearl” Monroe, who
lived on West 117" Street, often frequented a popular
nearby jazz club called Rust Brown, at 168 West 96" Street, near Amsterdam
Avenue. The club was opened in the early 1970s by former NBC sportscaster
Art Rust, Jr. with a partner. It was filled with sports memorabilia and




photographs of actors and athletes, who showed
up regularly. The club occupied the space until the late 1970s.

Here's an excerpt from A Different Set of Rules, a memoir by Jennifer Baum,
who was a child in the neighborhood in those years.

“Rust Brown, a jazz club next door to our building at 733 Amsterdam
Ave., a low-rent urban renewal tower, was popular with Knicks stars. At
night, when we played in front, we saw Walt Frazier, Willis Reed, Earl
“The Pearl” Monroe, and others hanging out on the west side steps of
RNA House, smoking and drinking. We inched closer, stealing glances,
gaping in awe at their greatness and “The Pearl’'s” two-toned blue Rolls
Royce. They nodded and smiled back in acknowledgment. “Whatcha
doing up so late? It's dangerous out here!”

Wilt Chamberlain, another famous basketball
personality, albeit not a Knick, also lived in
Bloomingdale. During the 1960s, after a year
performing as a Harlem Globetrotter, he lived
at Park West Village in a “chic, pricey,
Oriental-motif apartment” near Central Park
West, according to The New York Times. He is
said to have played basketball at nearby
Happy Warrior Playground. He loved New
York City so much that he scored a provision
in his contract that he could continue to live
here while playing professional basketball in
Philadelphia with the 76ers, permitting him
to commute to games and to miss practice.

Chamberlain is the only player in NBA history
to score 100 points in one game. He did it on
March 2,1962, playing for the Philadelphia
Warriors against the New York Knicks. The
Knicks lost the game. Chamberlain was
playing with the Los Angeles Lakers when
the Knicks defeated them to win both of their

Wilt Chamberlain, # 13, against the
Kricks

two NBA championships in 1970 and 1973. The last game of that 1973 series
was Chamberlain’s final game of his NBA career.



Local Courts

If the Knicks have given you basketball fever, you can find plenty of places to
play in Bloomingdale. These are some well-known outdoor courts.

e Bloomingdale Playground, Amsterdam Avenue and West 104th Street.
Also known as P.S. 145 Playground, a major reconstruction was
completed in November 2019.

e Happy Warrior Playground, Amsterdam Avenue and West 97th Street.
Known locally as "Goat Park," it is famous for intensely competitive
games. The playground takes its name from streetball legend Earl “The
Goat” Manigault, who played there and was widely regarded as one of
the greatest basketball players who never played in the NBA.

e Booker T. Washington Playground, West 108th Street between
Amsterdam and Columbus Avenues, a joint school and public
playground.

e Frederick Douglass Playground, West 102nd Street and Amsterdam
Avenue. This gated, shaded court is popular in the neighborhood.

Dog Controls in the 19"" Century

Pam Tice has added an updated blog post
to our website, titled The Pasteur Institute
on Central Park West at 97 Street.

It tells the story of efforts in the nineteenth
century to control dogs in the City of New
York, and to find a way to prevent death
from the bite of a rabid dog. You can read
about two topics that are still
contemporary: our city's dogs and
vaccinations!

NI VORE FASTELE PNETITUTE
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Image from Harper's Weekly,
January 1895


https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/blogs/the-pasteur-institute-on-central-park-west-at-97th-street
https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/blogs/the-pasteur-institute-on-central-park-west-at-97th-street

Vacancy Taxes Had Antecedents
in Colonial New York

By Gil Tauber

Two of New York's persistent problems are the “warehousing” of apartments
and the proliferation of vacant storefronts.

Warehousing refers to landlords keeping affordable rental apartments vacant
in the hope of greater profits in the future, either by converting the building
to a cooperative or condominium or by waiting for an opportunity to get the
apartment out from under rent stabilization. Landlords, for their part, contend
that the warehoused apartments cannot be rented without significant
renovation, and that the costs of renovation cannot be recouped from the
rents allowable under rent stabilization.

On the Upper West Side, especially along Broadway, numerous going
businesses have been forced to move or shut down because they could not
afford rent increases. Yet, the vacated storefronts, presumably so desirable,
can remain empty for many months and sometimes for years, blighting entire
stretches of commmercial frontage.

In both cases, apartments and storefronts, elected officials and community
groups have urged some form of tax on vacancies. A bill introduced in the
New York State Assembly (2025-A669) would allow New York City to impose a
tax on vacant or abandoned storefronts. Some form of vacancy tax has been
enacted in several U.S. cities, including Washington D.C., San Francisco,
Oakland, and Berkeley, and has been considered by numerous others.

According to the Institute on Tax and Economic Policy (ITEP), vacancy taxes
do not raise significant revenue but that is not their primary purpose. They
have had some effect in nudging property owners to rent out properties that
might otherwise have remained vacant. In the few places where they have
been tried, they have had some positive effect on housing availability, though
little or none on housing prices.

While contemporary public officials debate the wisdom of new vacancy taxes
for New York City, measures to discourage warehousing and vacancies in
Gotham go back to colonial times, according to documents quoted in I.N.
Phelps Stokes’ The Iconography of Manhattan Island.



In 1655, the Dutch colony was embroiled in a conflict with neighboring Indian
bands. Known as the Peach War, it was said to have been set off when a
hot-headed Dutch farmer killed an Indian woman he had caught stealing
peaches from his orchard. The ensuing series of deadly raids and reprisals led
many people from outlying areas to seek refuge, and even to build houses,
within the walls of New Amsterdam. But there was hardly any land available.

In early 1657, Stuyvesant ordered a survey that found hundreds of “vacant and
unimproved lots” inside the walls, i.e., south of the present Wall Street. To
encourage the use of these lots for building, the unbuilt lots were ordered to
be appraised, first and foremost by the owners themselves, so that they could
not thereafter “complain of undervaluation.”

So long as the lots remained without proper and habitable houses built on
them, the owners would be taxed “the 15" penny” (i.e., about 6.7 percent)
annually on the appraised value, with the proceeds to be devoted to the city's
fortifications. If an owner failed to pay the tax, the Burgomasters could
condemn the lots at the owner’s appraised value and convey them to others
willing to build on them.

Surviving maps and property lists show some increase in the number of
houses over the next few years, although it is hard to say how much of this
increase, if any, was due to the vacancy tax. Nevertheless, it seemed like a
good idea to one of Stuyvesant’s English successors. In January 1675, 11 years
after the Dutch colony had been seized by the English and renamed New
York, Governor Edmund Andros ordered a survey of vacant places fit for
building. If the property owners themselves did not “forthwith build thereon,
then any other persons..may have leave to do so, paying the value at which
the said Land shall be apprized.”

The survey was completed about three months later. It included not only
vacant sites, but also abandoned and dilapidated houses that could be torn
down and replaced. In May, Andros ordered publication of an ordinance
providing that “all vacant land without fence not improved” be appraised and
disposed of to those willing to build “sufficient dwelling houses” within a year
on payment of the purchase price to the right owners “according to the
apprizement.”



Place Names in Bloomingdale

Ethel Deas Way

% For more than 33 years, Ethel Deas showed up on the
corner of West 105" Street and Amsterdam Avenue to
8 greet local children with a smile, and to be sure they

& were safe crossing the street to go to school. Now the
&% southwest corner of that intersection bears her name.

The intersection is near two schools: P.S. 145, also
known as the The Bloomingdale School, on West 105"
Street between Amsterdam and Columbus Avenues,
and West Prep Academy on West 108" Street between Amsterdam Avenue
and Broadway.

The faithful crossing guard was honored with
an official street naming on April 7, 2026.
Deas’ family, community members,
neighbors, and local officials came together
to celebrate her legacy. West Side
Councilmember Shaun Abreu presided,
saying she is remembered for the kindness
and care she brought to the role. "Ethel Deas
stood on this corner for 33 years and made it
safer, warmer, and more connected," Abreu
said. "She was a constant, trusted presence in
the lives of families who counted on her every
single morning." Speakers included her
children and grandchildren. Ethel Deas, crossing guard

Deas was born in Charleston, South Carolina. She was an ordained minister
and bishop. She came to New York City in 1958 with her husband, Julius, a
serviceman in the U.S. Army. They lived in the Frederick Douglass Houses
where they raised eight children and where Deas died in 2021.



The Holy Name School Building
To Be Taken Down

By Pam Tlce

The news came recently that the Holy Name School, the building at the
corner of Amsterdam Avenue and 97th Street, will be demolished and
replaced by a new residential building. A little research in newspaper archives

revealed some of the building's history.

g
E

Church of the Holy Name of Jesus, Manhattan, New York

Founded as a church in Bloomingdale Village in 1868, Holy Name of Jesus
parish grew and built its church on the corner of Amsterdam Avenue and 96
Street in 1898. Today, the church is named “Holy Name of Jesus—St. Gregory
the Great,” as two parishes were combined in 2015. The church will continue
operating, as only the school building will be taken down.



By 1904, Holy Name laid the cornerstone for its school, which opened in
September 1905.

A four-story building with a rooftop playground was planned to
accommodate 1,400 students. The opening classes of 1,200 included 800
students who had attended the local public school, PS 93, at Amsterdam and
West 93rd Street. The city’'s Catholic schools had just added an eighth grade
so they would match the public schools.

Holy Name did not have a kindergarten when it opened because the priest in
charge did not believe that grade was necessary. The school had both male
and female principals. The female teachers were from the Sisters of Charity,
whose convent was around the corner on West 97" Street.

O\

CLABS IN BOYE DEFARTMENT OF THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL ATTACHED TO THE CHURBGH OF THE HOLY NAME OF JEBUR
AT AMITERDAM AVENUEL AND #7THW STREET.

Newy York Tribune, October 1906

In October 1906, an article in the New York Tribune compared the first-grade
class in a public school with the same grade at Holy Name. Both had over
seven hours a week for English, two to three hours for mathematics, one hour
each for music, penmanship, and nature study, and two hours for drawing.



The students spent 30 minutes on “cord and raffia,” the fundamentals of
weaving, knotting, and basketry considered part of young students’ manual
training at that time. The older girls had courses in cooking and sewing, while
the boys had shopwork and construction. Holy Name offered a special
business course that included bookkeeping, and later offered electives in
French, German, stenography, and geometry.

Holy Name had fewer hours per week for physical training and hygiene, as
they had to include three hours for religious training. The same article
reported that Holy Name had a course called “politeness” where students
were taught cleanliness, and “deportment” for the home, the church, and the
street. They were taught how to act when meeting “an ecclesiastic,” and how
to show respect to the aged and those in authority.

The Holy Name principals administered corporal punishment, but the
parochial schools left truancy up to the city's officers. Holy Name School
officials boasted that there were few truants, since the children “know they
belong to a class who have to earn their living early, and they realize they
must prepare for it.”

INn 1906, for a short time, people gathered around the school building to watch
for a ghost's appearance in its windows. The parish priest called the police to
investigate. They found that a family across the street, on the sixth floor, had a
long mirror in their apartment, with two electric lights nearby. Every time
someone passed between the light and the mirror, a reflection appeared in
the school's windows, creating the ghost that the neighbors came to witness.

INn 1912, Holy Name School was in the news when two 12-year-old girls from
two neighborhood families were missing for more than 24 hours. They had
run away to New Jersey to “paint the sunset.” Police officers from the city and
surrounding towns were alerted to their absence. The girls took a ferry to
Englewood, a trolley to Edgewater, and slept on a nearby porch. When a shop
owner in New Jersey reported that he had served them coffee and rolls in the
morning, the girls’ fathers went to the nearby woods to search for them.
Eventually, the two returned to Manhattan on the 23rd Street ferry, where a
kind lady bought them tickets after they had run out of money, and then had
to walk home to the Upper West Side.

Holy Name School became part of the neighborhood, with several
organizations holding meetings in their auditorium. The school had a Boy
Scout troop that built a wireless station there in the 1920s. The church and
school’'s populations changed from Irish to Hispanic after World War I, and



the school
remained part

of the
neighborhood. In
1985, school
parents created
attention when
they vigorously
protested the
Catholic Church's
housing AlDs
patients in the
vacant convent
around the corner.

. y g Holy Name School
— P A e closed in 2013 due
to declining
enrollment. Some
of us may remember the closed-off West 97" Street when the children in
maroon and bright yellow uniforms had recess outdoors.

The Holy Name Church and School today

Notable New Yorkers of
Manhattan's Upper West Side

By Jim Mackin
Author of Notable New Yorkers of Manhattan's Upper West Side

Peter Helck (1893 - 1988)

Artist and lllustrator
151 West 96th Street

The Bloomingdale neighborhood has a few notable
illustrators, such as Norman Rockwell and Maude Humphrey
Bogart, who was the mother of Humphrey Bogart and creator
of the Gerber Baby illustration. Another illustrator was Peter
Helck. His childhood love of automobiles and trains led to
training at the Art Students League and eventually to
rendering commercial illustrations for General Electric,
Caterpillar, Sinclair Oil, Packard, Chevrolet, and Mack Trucks.

Peter Heick


https://fordhampress.com/notable-new-yorkers-of-manhattan-s-upper-west-side-pb-9780823289295.html

But his finest works were paintings of the Vanderbilt Cup Races — automobile
road races held on Long Island that took place in the early 1900s. He also
authored two books that he illustrated, The Checkered Flag in 1961 and Great
Auto Races in 1976.

Donate!

You can support local history when you support the work of The
Bloomingdale Neighborhood History Group. BNHG presents many free
programs throughout the year, in person and on Zoom. We maintain a
collection at the Bloomingdale Public Library. Our website offers numerous
blog posts, an interactive building database, and many other resources.

Donations to our work can be made through a GoFundMe site managed by
the Columbus-Amsterdam Business Improvement District, making your gift
fully tax-deductible. Visit our website Donation Page to learn more. Thank
you!

The Bloomingdale Neighborhood History Group promotes research and education
about the history of the Bloomingdale neighborhood, and we are available as a
resource. We share our findings through free public programs, walking tours, workshops,
publications, a blog, our website www.upperwestsidehistory.org, and a Neighborhood
History Collection of materials housed at the Bloomingdale Branch of the New York
Public Library, 150 West 100th Street.


https://www.upperwestsidehistory.org/donate.html
http://www.upperwestsidehistory.org
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